
unaccompanied Homeless Youth Determinations: 

A Template tor Financial Aid Administrators (2024-2025 Award Year)

The FAFSA Simplification Act includes new requirements for Financial Aid Administrators 

(FAAs) to accept or make determinations of a youth's status as unaccompanied and homeless, 

or as unaccompanied, self-supporting, and at risk of homelessness. Youth who meet these 

definitions are included in the Act's definition of "independent student" and do not need parental 

information to complete the FAFSA. These requirements are in effect starting with the 

2024-2025 award year. 

The Higher Education Act (HEA) uses the McKinney-Vento Act's definition of homeless. which 

includes youth who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence; and unaccompanied, 

which includes youth not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian. This definition is 

broader than shelters or the streets; it includes staying with others temporarily due to loss of 

housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason, and staying in motels due to lack of adequate 

alternative accommodations. The HEA uses at-risk of homelessness to refer to students whose 

housing may cease to be fixed, regular, and adequate. 

There is no official federal form that FAAs are required to use for unaccompanied homeless 
youth determinations; this template is an optional tool. For federal guidance related to 
unaccompanied homeless youth and federal financial aid under the FAFSA Simplification Act for 

the 2024-2025 award year, see guidance from the Department of Education from November 

2023. 

DETERMINATIONS BY AUTHORIZED ENTITIES 

Financial aid administrators must accept documentation from any of the entities who are 

authorized to verify a youth's status as an unaccompanied homeless youth, or as 

unaccompanied, self-supporting, and at risk of homelessness, unless there is "documented 

conflicting information." 

Does the youth have documentation from any of the following authorized entities that attests 

that the youth has experienced homelessness as an unaccompanied youth, or was 

unaccompanied, self-supporting, and at risk of homelessness, any time since July 1, 2023? 

D School district homeless liaisons or their designee; 

D The director or a designee of a director of an emergency or transitional shelter, street 

outreach program, homeless youth drop-in center, or other program serving individuals 

who are experiencing homelessness 

D The director or a designee of a director of a program funded under a TRIO or Gaining 

Early Awareness and Readiness for an Undergraduate program ("GEAR UP") grant; 
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